
Aldersgate In Action
In Depth: The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, 
PA., to remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment.

Aldersgate United Methodist Church • 1741 Sayles Blvd.,  Abilene, TX 79605 • (325) 672-7893
www.aldersgateabilene.org

Welcome to Aldersgate United Methodist Church, where the mission is to raise up deeply 
devoted disciples of Jesus. You have a place here. Regardless of who you are, where you 
have been and where you are in faith’s journey, you belong here. In Aldersgate In Action, 
you will find information about various ministries and opportunities. Please, feel no 
pressure. Just know that if you are looking to grow in your faith and in relationships with 
God and others, you are welcome and encouraged to do both here. Grace and Peace! 

In Depth:  “ALIVE” is the name of the current 52-week sermon series, which has been designed to invite 
us into a deeper understanding of the Bible.  “With Jesus” refers to the focus of this quarter of the church 
calendar.  Today’s sermon,  “It’s a Miracle!” is number 21 in the series.  You will find the order of worship for 
today’s service on Page 4. 



Daily Bible Readings

    Short-Term Mission                                                                                                                       
                                             Pastor  Steve                   

                   Sermon Passages                           
Sunday:         Mark 1: 40-45 
Monday:       Exodus 4: 1-17
Tuesday:        Mark 1: 21-39
Wednesday:  Matthew 9: 1-38       
Thursday:      Matthew 17: 1-21                                   
Friday:            Acts 20: 7-12
Saturday:        11Corinthians 12: 1-10
                                  

Chronological Bible Readings
Sunday:          Psalm 32; 51; 86; 122 
Monday:         2 Samuel 13-15    
Tuesday:         Psalm 3-4; 12-13; 28, 55
Wednesday:   2 Samuel 16-18 
Thursday:       Psalm 26; 40; 58; 61-62; 64
Friday:             2 Samuel 19-21           
Saturday:         Psalm 5; 38; 41-42
                                 
How sweet are your words to my taste, 
sweeter than honey to my mouth! 
                                            Psalm 119: 103

Below you will find a list of sermon 
related passages and a list of passages 
that will take you through the Bible in 
a year. Please consider reading both 
each day as we continue in our ALIVE 
sermon series.  

Celebration of Discipline, 
The Path To Spiritual 
Growth, by Richard J. 
Foster is the next book 
that we are inviting you 
to read as we begin the 
new year.  If you would 
like a copy, please call 
the church office at 672-
7893, or indicate on the welcome card 
and we will order a copy for you. The 
price is $15.00. Grace and Peace!
 — Pastor Steve and Pastor Amy

Part of the DNA here at Aldersgate is for us 
to engage regularly in short-term mission 
projects. We have raised up and sent out 
teams to share the good news of Jesus in 
both word and deed to places such as Costa 

Rica, Honduras, Panama, Guatemala, the Gulf Coast, and more.  As 
you can see on Page 4, we are gearing up to send out five teams 
this summer!  This represents a significant investment of time and 
financial resources.  Why do we do this, and why would I encourage 
you to consider participating?

Change in Perspective: Spiritual growth often takes place when 
we allow ourselves to step out of our comfort zones.  Going on a 
mission trip helps us to see things that we normally don’t see and be 
around people that we normally are not around.  These trips give us 
the possibility of having the metaphorical scales fall off of our eyes 
that will give us the capacity to see ourselves, God, and others in a 
more healthy and whole way, abroad and at home. 

Encouragement to the Missionaries: One of the key things about 
a successful short-term mission project is being open to the needs 
of the missionaries on the ground.  We commit to listening closely 
to what they want us to do and to doing what they ask. In doing so, 
we have the capacity to encourage them and build them up with our 
hard work and listening ears.

Difference in People’s Lives:  Whether it’s building a church, fitting 
people with glasses, playing with children, or working on a house, 
our service to other people will make a difference in their lives. A 
mission trip affords us an intentional opportunity to serve the needs 
of the world.  

Grow in community: Being away for a week or so with other people 
you are not normally around from our church is truly a life-giving 
experience. These trips build community within our church that 
makes a lasting impact upon our return. Not only will your love for 
God and people in other parts of the world expand, but your love for 
the people of Aldersgate will expand, also.

This is why we go on mission trips!  I have been on eight weeklong 
mission trips in my lifetime, and during each trip, all of the things I 
described above have happened. It is worth it! Will you go?        
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In the Works
Regularly Scheduled Services and Opportunities to Grow and Serve:

Sunday:  
  9:00 a.m.   Traditional Worship 
10:05 a.m.   Sunday School
11:00 a.m.   Contemporary Worship
  5:00 p.m.   Growth Groups
  5:00 p.m.   Youth Ministry
  5:00 p.m.    Kids for Christ
  7:00 p.m.    The Oaks College Ministry

In Depth: Sunday 
School classes are 
offered at 10:05 
a.m. for all ages. To 
learn more about 
Adult Sunday School 
classes, call Amy 
Wilson Feltz at 
672-7893 or send 
her an e-mail to 
amywi l son fe l tz@
aldersgateabilene.

Monday:     Church Closed 
                      Martin Luther King Day
Tuesday:    
   6:30 p.m.   Jubilee Ringers

Wednesday:  
   6:30 p.m.   Growth Groups 
 
Sunday:        Faith Promise Sunday     

In Depth:  Each week, these two pages will contain updates, news and other information about Aldersgate’s 
music ministry, the children’s, youth and college ministries, and opportunities to serve in the Mission Field. 
(The Mission Field has been identified as four areas of focus in which to share the love of God outside of 
the church locally: McMurry University (and other Abilene colleges and universities), Bowie Elementary, Our 
Neighborhoods and Aldersgate Academy.) 

  All are welcome! Please contact the Office (672-7893), if you’d like to know
    more about becoming involved in the activities on the schedule below. 

Children’s Ministry:  Kids for Christ Starts Tonight!
  We are so excited to get back to our regularly scheduled 
Sunday night fun times with your kids! If you’ve never 
tried Kids for Christ before, tonight is a great night to 
start! It is an evening of fun and learning for children  3 
years old through 5th Graders. Nursery also is provided 
for children 2 years old and under whose parents are in a 
Growth Group during that time.
   We start at 5:00 p.m. and the preschoolers head to the 
preschool room. K-2nd Graders are in Terra Nova with 
their college small group leaders, and 3rd-5th Graders are 
in the Tree House with their college small group leaders.  
Then, throughout the evening, the kids will hear a Bible 

story, play games, go to choir and eat supper.  The fun is over at 7:30 p.m. 
   Supper is fixed by parent volunteers and is $10/month or $35 for the entire semester.  We hope to see all 
the kids there tonight! It is a great time for the kids to develop and deepen relationships with each other and 
to learn more about God and having a relationship with Him. — Alayna Brooks



scheduled for February 8th at 10:05 (after the first service). If you have been at Aldersgate for a while but 
you want to reconnect, I invite you to come as well! If you call Aldersgate home and you meet new guests on 
Sunday morning, then I encourage you to invite your new friends to attend! We will have hot coffee, a good 
breakfast, and great conversation! I’m already looking forward to it!  — Jessica Watson

Last Sunday we hosted our first Aldersgate 101 of the New Year! Twenty 
two of us spent the hour eating pizza (and a few vegetables!), learning 
more about each other, and hearing about the church, it’s mission, mission 
field, and ways to connect. Some decided to join a growth group, others to 
become a member, and several signed up to serve in the mission field. If you 
are new to Aldersgate, then I invite you to attend our next Aldersgate 101,

Connection Update: Aldersgate 101 

If you have any questions please feel free to contact me at 325-370-5223 or youth@aldersgateabilene.org.
Grace and Peace! — Daniel Mathis

May 31 -        Hello Summer                                    July 12-18 -         MISSI TRIP...                  
                        Pool Party                                                                           WICHITA FALLS
June 7 -          Mini Golf                                             July 19 -               Sonic Volleyball
June 14 -        Bowling                                                July 26-27 -         Lock in! (tentative)
June 21 -        No Youth                                              August 2 -           Mission Project
                        (Father’s Day)                                      August 9 -           Dodgeball (tentative)
June 28 -        Paintball                                               August 16 -         Super Secret 
July 3-6 -        Camp Eagle                                                                        Awesome Night
                         (All Youth)

Last but not least, the Summer 2015 Schedule of Events:

This past Sunday, there was a youth parent meeting in which 
we discussed much of the upcoming events and even released 
the summer schedule (tentative). Although there may be some 
changes/additions, I wanted to make sure we are covering all of our 
bases so we can get all of the pertinent information in your hands.
Some dates to take note of for the spring semester are:
              Ski Trip                  March 9-13
              Disciple Now  April 24-25 (tentative)
We also discussed the continuation of our youth meals on Sunday 
night. This semester the cost is $60 which includes 15 meals ($4 per 
meal). Your child is not required to eat with us, but I can say the 
food is always wiped clean each week, so it must be good (shout out 
to Melissa Noonan for coordinating all the food and volunteers)! 

Youth Ministry: Parent Meeting Cliffnotes



Mission Trips: Summer of 2015

Mission Field Update:
Serving and Growing, Locally and Globally

Bowie Elementary: 5th Grade Movie Day
   One of my favorite days of the years is the Friday in January when 
the 5th Graders from Bowie who are eligible to attend the Reward 
Party for the Third Six Weeks grading period come to Aldersgate.     
  They sit on the floor of the Fellowship Hall and enjoy a simple 
meal, some delicious popcorn and a G-rated movie. Their sweet 
expressions of gratitude and hearty laughter make my day, and all 
I do is show up with the movie! A team of volunteers takes care of 
preparing and serving the meal and snacks each year. If you are 
interested in serving in this way and are available on Friday, January 
23, at 11 a.m., please fill free to contact me at amywilsonfeltz@
aldersgateabilene.org or at (325) 660-5017. And you are welcome to
 go ahead and put the details for the remaining 5th Grade Rewards Parties on your calendar: Friday, March 
6, at 11 a.m. at Bowie; Friday, April 24, at 2:15 p.m. at Bowie; Thursday, May 21, at 11 a.m. at Prime Time. 
Volunteers are always needed, and we end up having just as much fun as the kids! — Amy Wilson Feltz

Short-term mission trips invite us to grow in our relationship with God as we 
see new places, meet new people and experience new cultures — well, new to 
us, at least. Witnessing God at work in various places around our country and 
across the globe can inspire us to be that much more open to the work of God in 
our own lives in our own homes. At Aldersgate UMC, you have the opportunity 
to serve on various mission teams this summer. To view the dates, destinations 
and contact information for the leaders of each trip, please see the dates below:

Panama (Vision Screening and More): 
 July 11-19; Jack Darnell (kb1rd@icloud.com, 829-7537).
• Slidell, Lousiana (Hurricane Relief Work):
 July 19-25; David Feemster (feem6780@gmail.com, 669-8208).
• Guatemala (Service at a Children’s Home): 
 July 25-August 1; Greg Jaklewicz (JaklewiczG@reporternews.com, 370-6237)
           and Steve Brooks (pastor@aldersgateabilene.org, 660-4415).
• Panama (Construction and More)
 August 2-10; Carlton Villers (carsalvil@sbcglobal.net, 668-3756).
If you are interested in learning more about any or all of these trips, please feel free to contact the leaders 
or stop by the Aldersgate Library on Sunday, January 25, during the Sunday School hour (10:05 a.m.) or 
after the second worship service concludes (12:15 p.m.) Grace and Peace! — Amy Wilson Feltz



Growth Group Questions

1. Go around the group, introduce yourself and tell a little about your life (where you grew up, what 
you do, your family, something unique about you, etc.)

2. Go over the Purpose of Growth Groups document. Look up the listed Scripture passages, and 
discuss them.

3. Go over the Growth Group Covenant.

4. Why did you choose to join a Growth Group at this time? How do you hope your participation in 
this group will affect your faith and your relationships with God and others?

5. Think of one or two things that have happened in your life when you may have declared, “It’s a 
Miracle!”

6. In thinking about this week’s sermon, “It’s a Miracle!,” what one thing really stuck out to you, and 
why?

7. What are your “normal” responses and thoughts when you hear news of a “big” miracle?  Do you 
wish you responded and thought differently?  Why? 

8. Read II Corinthians 12:1-10. (Keep in mind that Paul has worked several miracles himself.)  What 
do you think this passage says about miracles, or, in this case, the lack thereof?    

9. How can the members of your Growth Group pray for you this week? 



College Ministry: You Are Created to Change

   Academy Update: We are smiling for YOU!
  Thank you Aldersgate community for your love and support of the 
Academy.  
    •We have been prayed for and given treats and snacks. 
    •You have helped us make our Christmas money stretch farther than we                
       could have hoped for.
    •You have helped our families have a truly nice sit-down supper. 
    • You have sent out birthday cards to all of the children and staff,              
    • Many people in the congregation have given their time to serve coffee,
       juice and muffins to the families and staff twice a month.      
   While you were here, we saw you opening doors for parents and children 
and forming relationships!  
  We have loved seeing the relationship between the Academy and the 
congregation blossom and develop in such loving ways. 
   Thank you for all you do for the Aldersgate Academy!  We feel loved in 
ways we never imagined.  — Carol Rogers    

Miller throws out some principles that helped him to abandon this false narrative and to live more fully. 
A profound truth that Miller acknowledges is the reality that we are all created to change. Think about it. 
Everything that is alive changes. 
    True, this reality seems quite obvious and perhaps it should. But that doesn’t erase the possibility for 
people to forget that this reality applies to all of us. As United Methodists, we believe that the Christian life is 
one of continual growth into holiness, which is both personal and social. We believe that as God transforms 
us as individuals, we become part of God’s work in transforming our communities and the world. God 
delights in redeeming, renewing, and transforming people and creation. 
     So do you feel stuck in a rut in your life? Perhaps you don’t know why you’re in school or what will happen 
when you graduate. Perhaps you feel like your life is a bit out of control but you aren’t sure you’re ready to 
start the process of harnessing it. Perhaps you feel like you are completely unworthy of God’s affection, 
attention, and grace. Or perhaps you just aren’t convinced of how to respond to God in your life and so you 
have given up on growing in your faith. 
    We have a community of college students who meet here every week to share a meal and to step into the 
vulnerable places of working through these varying feelings and narratives. We believe that we can grow 
into wholeness with the help of each other. Do you want to join us on this journey? Take a step, meet us here 
at 7:30 p.m. for The Oaks on Sunday nights. All are welcome. — Kyle Watson 

    A common narrative of people today goes something like this: life 
is something that happens to you, not something you can steer and 
change. Have you ever found yourself living by this narrative? 
    Donald Miller, author of Blue Like Jazz and other works, confesses 
that he believed this false narrative for a long time. In a recent series of 
blog posts called “Starting Life Over” (found here: storylineblog.com),



In Depth: At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our 
prayers, presence (attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in 
the community) and witness (sharing our faith). You will find information 
about service and witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. 
This page is dedicated to matters of prayer, presence, and gifts.

Prayers

Gifts

Ron Bredemeyer
Emma Gene Gore
Clay Meadows
Jean Shoultz
Doris Ogden
Dori Oiler
Lou Swindell

Delmon Wilson
Carolyn Strain
Military and Families
Mary Gregory
Alice Shaw
Mary Buckner
Leslie Kitchell

Presence                      (1.11.2015)

Budget for 2015 = 808,647.00
Received This Week =11,832.85 
Received Month-to-Date =28,153.87 
Received Year-to-Date = $28,153.87
2015 Faith Promise Pledge=
2015 Faith Promise Contributions = $1,104.08

Staying Connected:

Address: 1741 Sayles, 79605

Phone Number: (325) 672-7893

Office Hours:

     Mon. - Thurs. 8-12, 1-5

     Fri. 8-12

Web Site: 

     www.aldersgateabilene.org

Facebook: Aldersgate UMC

Text Message Reminders:

     gracepeace to 313131

E-mail Reminders:

     news@aldersgateabilene.org

     

The e-mail prayer list is coordinated by Barbara Owens. Please send prayer requests 
and requests to join the e-mail list to prayer@aldersgateabilene.org.

In Depth: Aldersgate offers two forms of electronic giving: Online Bill 
Pay and ACH Direct Draft.  EFT Authorization Forms are available in 
the office and on our website at www.aldersgateabilene.org.  If you have 
additional questions regarding Stewardship, contact K.B. Woods (672-
7893, kbwoods@aldersgateabilene.org).  

Lou Adams
Clinton Gayle
Addison English
Lora and Al Langford
Sara Queen
Bob Kuykendall
Sherli Aldridge

9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service=226 
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service=184

Total Worship Service Attendance= 410                                                 
 Sunday school=159

The Oaks =20

Aldersgate volunteers serve at the Methodist Food Pantry, located at 1102 N. 
Willis, on the second Tuesday of the month, from 3:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and on 
the fourth Tuesday of the month, from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Free childcare is 
available. For more information call Susan Steele at 605-381-6322.

Ministry Leaders
Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415

Associate Pastor: 

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017

Finance: K. B. Woods

Music: David Wallis

Children: Alayna Brooks

     & Mackenzie Corbett

Youth/Contemporary Worship:

     Daniel Mathis

College/Young Adults: Kyle Watson

Connections: Jessica Watson

Academy: Carol Rogers

Reception: Susan Acosta

Administration: Carolyn Estes

Custodial Services: 

     Robert Sandoval

Facebook page: facebook.com/AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church
Twitter:@AldersgateABI
Instagram:@aldersgateabi


